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  IMPORTANT 
DATES: 

REGULAR COUNCIL 
MEETING DATES:  

TUE, FEBRUARY 10, 
2026 
MON, FEBRUARY 23, 
2026 
GARBAGE PICK-UP 
DATES: 
MON, FEBRUARY 02, 
2026 
MON, FEBRUARY 09, 
2026 
TUE, FEBRUARY 17, 
2026 
MON, FEBRUARY 23, 
2026 
UTILITY BILLS DUE:  
JANUARY + FEBRUARY 
UTILITY BILLS ARE DUE 
MARCH 30, 2026 
OFFICE CLOSED: 
MON, FEB 16, 2026 
PIZZA & POP WITH A 
COP: 
TUE, FEB 03, 2026, AT 6 
P.M. COMMUNITY 
COMPLEX 
WINTER CARNIVAL:  
WED, FEBRUARY 18, 
2026, 
5:30 P.M. TO 8:30 P.M.  
COMMUNITY ICE RINK  

February 
2026          
Noble 
News 

       As this message is prepared for the February newsletter, winter has 
once again settled into Nobleford. The return of cold temperatures and snowfall serves as a 
reminder that, despite occasional warm and sunny days, winter is still with us. We are 
hopeful that the cold weather will remain long enough for residents to enjoy the skating 
rink, as Public Works has been working diligently to prepare the ice for public use. 
February is shaping up to be a busy and engaging month for Council, with several upcoming 
events that we believe will be of interest to residents. 
The first event is scheduled for February 3 at the Nobleford Community Centre, where we 
hope to once again host “Pizza and Pop with a Cop.” This session will focus on fraud 
prevention and will be presented by Sergeant Sean Dutch, our local RCMP representative. 
The presentation will follow a town hall format, encouraging resident participation through 
questions and open discussion. 
The second event is a Winter Carnival on February 18, being organized by Town 
Administration and will take place at the ice rink. This event is intended to provide an 
opportunity for residents, Town Administration, and Council to come together in a fun and 
informal setting. We hope to see many community members attend. Additional details can 
be found later in this newsletter, on Facebook, and on the Town website. 
The third item of note is an upcoming speed limit change within Nobleford. Effective 
February 1, all streets in Nobleford—excluding Highway Avenue—will have a speed limit of 
40 km/h unless otherwise posted. Residents are asked to be mindful of and respect these 
changes to help maintain a safe community. 
Over the coming weeks, Town Council will also be reviewing the Town’s Strategic Plan. The 
previous four-year Strategic Plan concluded at the end of 2025, and now that the new 
Council has settled in, we look forward to revisiting and updating the plan to guide our work 
over the next four years. Council discussions and decisions are consistently guided by the 
following strategic priorities: 

 Critical Infrastructure 
 Affordability 
 Communication and Public Participation 
 Enhancement of Town Appearance 
 Attracting Investment 

Each of these priorities plays an important role in ensuring Nobleford remains a safe and 
enjoyable place to live. While rising costs across the province and country have also affected 
Nobleford, Council remains committed to maintaining affordability through careful 
budgeting, grant applications, and efficient use of municipal funds. 
Public input continues to be highly valued. At each Council meeting, a 15-minute open 
forum is provided at the beginning of the meeting for residents who wish to share concerns 
or suggestions. Additionally, Council and Administration strive to host public participation 
events throughout the year to ensure resident voices are heard. Maintaining and enhancing 
the appearance of our town is also a priority, as we want Nobleford to be welcoming for 
both residents and visitors. New investment is encouraged, and we remain hopeful that 
future retail and business development will further benefit our community. 
I look forward to seeing many of you at the upcoming events and hope you are able to enjoy 
the snow and cold as we wait for the warmer days of summer. 
Sincerely, 
Joan Boeder, Mayor 

   

February is the second month of the year in the Gregorian calendar and is 
famously the shortest, with 28 days in common years and 29 in leap years 
(every four years). The name originates from the Latin term februum, 
which refers to ancient Roman purification rituals held during this time.  
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Public 
Notices: 

 

Any questions or 
contributions?   
 
Please contact the 
Town office: 
Mondays - Fridays  
9 am to 4:30 pm 
(closed for lunch  
12 pm - 1 pm),  
call 403-824-3555, 
or email 
clerk@nobleford.ca  

     
 
The Town Of Nobleford has pre-
authorized debit available to 
make paying your bills easy! You 
can get payments for your 
utility bills or taxes (TIPP 
program) set up for pre-
authorized debit. Please contact 
the office for more information.     

                          

    
Greetings from Bill Oudshoorn, Deputy Mayor. 
 
Let’s talk infrastructure. 
As most everyone is aware, last month saw a second major watermain break in Calgary which left 
many wondering how this happens. Like almost all municipalities, Calgary has considerable 
infrastructure that is old. There were studies done that inventoried and assessed the state of all city 
assets. This would have resulted in a very comprehensive report that looked at age and condition of all 
assets. Above ground infrastructure is easy to assess, but underground infrastructure can easily be 
neglected.  This study was done in Calgary nearly 20 years ago; however, the report was not seen as a 
priority. After the second major water disruption within a year people are asking questions. Finger 
pointing has begun.  
What does this have to do with Nobleford?  A lot. Using a provincial grant of 200K, a similar study was 
done in 2021 for Nobleford to look at all town’s assets. This resulted in an Infrastructure Master Plan, 
known as the IMP, which is a tool that council can use to prioritize infrastructure projects. Above 
ground issues are easy to identify whereas below ground, namely water and sewer, can go un-noticed 
for years. I cannot comment on the entire report as it lengthy, so I will highlight a few water and sewer 
items.  So, where are we at?  
In 2021, a problem with the town’s water reservoir(s) was identified, as the liners had torn due to 
movement in the banks. This was repaired at a cost of $3.8 million. $1.4 million came from town 
reserve funds and the remaining as a grant from the province. At the same time the reservoir capacity 
was increased by 18%.  
The water treatment plant is 20+ years old. Water pretreatment is done through a system called PALL 
membranes, which were at the end of their life expectancy. A new system has been installed at a cost 
of about $300K. Currently, there are redundant strainers nearing end of life. Replacements cost is 
about $600K. We are awaiting word of a grant that could cover 60% of the cost.    
Water delivery occurs through 3 types of pipes in our town. 48.5% is PVC pipe in the newest 
installations, with a life expectancy of 100+ years.  30.5% is asbestos/cement pipe with a life 
expectancy of 50 to 75 years and was installed between 1960 and 1980. Lastly, 21% is cast iron pipe 
also with a life expectancy of 50 to 75 years, being installed between 1940 and 1960. The report states 
that despite age, water distribution is functioning with a recommendation scheduling replacement of 
older assets over the next 25 years.  Like water, sewer travels through a combination of old and new - 
PVC (61%) and clay pipe, known as vitrified clay tile (39%). Much of the clay pipe was identified as poor 
in the IMP. In recent years, the town has had sections of pipe repaired using a PVC-like liner that is 
placed inside of the damaged sewer pipe, expanded and cured. This is a proven, cost-effective solution 
with good longevity. 
Recently we committed $400,000 over the next 2 years on increasing our water license by 100-acre 
feet, from the 250-acre feet we owned. This comes out of the subdivision reserve. Water licenses are 
no longer granted by the province and must be bought on the open market at a cost of $8K to $12K per 
acre foot. Projecting water will only increase in value over time; we were able to purchase 100-acre 
feet at $4K per acre foot. This will accommodate future growth for many years.   
How is this paid for?  Either through grant monies, town reserves, taxes or borrowing. Borrowed 
monies are recovered through taxation. Currently we have a total of $ 3.9 million in reserves. This is 
money set aside for capital projects, water, sewer, roads, town equipment etc.  These reserves would 
not be nearly enough to tackle all the recommendations, so the work must be done incrementally over 
years. Another consideration in today’s economic climate is the buying power of our reserves. Inflation 
over the past few years has significantly reduced our buying power despite reserves increasing. I 
encourage the importance of growing our reserves.  
Even though I am only scratching the surface of the report, I emphasize the importance of continuous, 
incremental spending on infrastructure.  
Good news, Nobleford is not unique – all municipalities must deal with infrastructure maintenance 
costs, so being prepared is important.  
 

 
 
Valentine’s Day is being 
celebrated annually on 
February 14th, as a widely 
observed, non-statutory 
holiday dedicated to 
expressing love, affection, and 
appreciation for partners, 
family, and friends. While 
rooted in romantic tradition, 
the Canadian celebration often 
emphasizes inclusive gestures, 
such as exchanging cards in 
schools, supporting local 
businesses, and enjoying the 
winter season.  
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Updates & Bits and Pieces of Information: 
Pet Licenses: All dog and cat licenses are due by January 31st. Licensing your pet helps us 
identify your pet and contact you quickly should your furry friend wander off; making sure they 
get home safe and sound.  
As per our Dog Control Bylaw No. 689, we will need to have a database with following 
information: Name, Street Address, Telephone Number, Email Address of owner; Breed, Colour, 
Name, Gender of dog, and if the dog is Altered, Microchipped, or has a Tattoo (Tattoo Number 
needed); the Date of License Issued, License Tag Number, and the Amount Paid.  
Please provide a note from your veterinarian to confirm that your pet has been altered to be 
eligible for the reduced license fee!  The fee for an unaltered dog or cat is $30/per year, for an 
altered dog or cat $20/per year.  
Please be a responsible pet owner and have your pets altered, we have a lot of homeless stray 
cats in Town at times! These poor things have nowhere to go, will suffer in our extreme cold 
and heat, and multiply rapidly when unaltered.    
______________________________________________________________________________ 
Business Licenses: Business licenses are due in January. The yearly fee is $50 for businesses 
within the Town of Nobleford and $100 for businesses outside of town that operate within 
Nobleford.  
A printed license will be issued upon payment, and the 2026 Business Directory on our website 
will be updated accordingly.  
______________________________________________________________________________ 
Transfer Station: Winter hours for “the dump” are from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. on Thursdays, 
Fridays, and Saturdays. If you have any questions regarding the Transfer Station, please call 
them at 403-824-3158. If you are unable to contact anyone under that number, please try 403-
329-7367, Lethbridge County, by which the Transfer Station is operated by.  
  
Ice Rink: Our Public Works staff are dedicated to flooding and freezing the rink so kids and 
adults alike can enjoy it. Changing temperatures makes this a bit of a challenge - we appreciate 
your patience. Please keep an eye on our Facebook page for updates on when the rink is closed 
while freezing is in progress, and when it is open and safe to skate. 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
Facebook: The Town of Nobleford is not engaging on Facebook but instead we are encouraging 
everyone with questions or concerns to reach out directly to the staff via phone, email, or by 
stopping by, we are happy to help! 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
Office: We are open Mondays through Fridays 9 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. (closed for lunch 12 pm – 1 
pm). Phone 403-824-3555, email: clerk@nobleford.ca, finance@nobleford.ca, or 
cao@nobleford.ca. Please send any E-transfers to payments@nobleford.ca.  
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Kristine Jean from the Sunny South News came to the Town of Nobleford Office 
to conduct an interview with Mayor Joan Boeder and CAO Steven Leusink - Here is 
her article!  
 
 
Sunny South News, January 27, 2026: 
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We would like to invite you to join us! Our invitation is open to anyone 45 years 
and older. 
 
We meet every Wednesday from 9:00 a.m. - 11:00 a.m. for coffee, snacks, 
great conversation, puzzles, games, and a game or 2 of pool. 
 
The men play pool from 1:00 p.m. - 3:00 p.m. every Friday afternoon. 
 
We have a breakfast once a month and, in the summertime, have Barbeques. 
 
We also take part in the services FCSS provides. 
Courses such as Fraud Prevention for Seniors, Computer Training, Healthy 
Living Program, Drumming, just to mention a few. 
 
We have offered exercise programs for seniors, as well as this year we are 
working with the local school in providing a mentorship program. 
Our seniors are very connected with the Nobleford community and enjoy 
volunteering whenever possible. 
 
The Nobleford Senior Center is “Where New and Old Friendships Grow”. 
Consider this your invitation, “Come Check Us Out”! 
 
 

The cost for being part of this cool group is only $30/year! 
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The Nobleford Agricultural Society:  
A Legacy of Community and Agriculture 

 
For the past 45 years, dedicated volunteers have served to improve the quality of life in their rural community as 
members of the Nobleford Agricultural Society. The success of a society lies in its volunteers and their passion for 
its projects.  
Many of our early members were farmers and community workers. They knew the value of neighbours and 
community.  
This belief encouraged them to take on the project of completing a half-constructed community hall. It was a 
massive undertaking that took hours of volunteer labour and creative fundraising. The community hall provided an 
affordable venue for meetings and events. Spring Fling Dances and Harvest Suppers have gathered neighbours and 
friends together for years. Many members were avid gardeners and applied their passion to a Spring Plant Sale and 
a Summer Horticultural Show. These annual events continued for over 30 years. 
After 25 years of operating the community hall, differing visions had it returned to the (then) Village of Nobleford. 
Pivoting away from facility management enabled creativity and flexibility in our society.  
The passions and values of new board members became reality, and collaborative partnerships were forged with 
local businesses and other community organizations.  
In recent years, our society has contributed to the community's celebration of Heritage Day and Christmas in the 
Park. We facilitate agricultural tours and celebrate Women in Agriculture. We financially support the NCS breakfast 
program, Corn Maze trip, Turkey Bingo and post-secondary scholarships. We have helped the Nobleford Fire 
Department purchase new equipment. We host a Mother's Day event and a fall Harvest Supper. We coordinate 
the annual Community Christmas Hamper program. 
We are currently seeking to assist producers interested in updating their Environmental Farm Plans and to 
facilitate producer meetings. 
We truly appreciate our members and volunteers, and we host a feast in their honour each year.  
New members and volunteers are essential to the society's continued existence. The Nobleford Agricultural 
Society is compassionate, collaborative and seeks to engage with like-minded individuals as members and 
partners. 
Agricultural societies receive funding from the province. If an AG Society folds, this funding likely leaves a 
community permanently, as currently, a new AG Society cannot be incorporated within 80 kilometers of any 
existing agricultural society. 
 
Submitted by Nancy Atkinson, Member, Nobleford Agricultural Society 
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Monthly Meal Suggestion: 

 
 

 

 

 
 



19 
 

 
 

Monthly Activity Suggestion: 

 
 
Head-Smashed-In Buffalo Jump:  
Head-Smashed-In Buffalo Jump Interpretive Centre is a UNESCO-designated World 
Heritage Site that preserves and interprets over 6,000 years of Plains Buffalo culture. 
Through vast landscapes, exhibits, and diverse programming, learn about the cultural 
significance of this cliff to the Plains People. 
 
Hours - Winter Season - October 14, 2025, to May 12, 2026: 
Monday – Closed 
Tuesday – Closed  
Wednesday - 10:00 AM - 5:00 PM  
Thursday - 10:00 AM - 5:00 PM   
Friday - 10:00 AM - 5:00 PM  
Saturday - 10:00 AM - 5:00 PM  
Sunday - 10:00 AM - 5:00 PM 
 
Admission:  
Adult (18-64) - $15, Senior (65+) - $13, Youth (7-17) - $10, Family (2 Adults + Youths. 
Maximum of 8 people) - $40, Child (0-6) – Free 
 
Location:  
18 kilometers (15 minutes) north and west of Fort Macleod on secondary Highway #785 
(paved) - Fort MacLeod, Alberta, 403-553-2731 
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 Monthly Maintenance Suggestion: 
 

 
 

House Maintenance Tips for the year - research-based, not from a professional! 
 
 

February - Stay warm and protect your home this month! 
 
Interior Maintenance: 

- Test smoke and carbon monoxide detectors; replace baƩeries if needed. 
- Replace or clean furnace filters. 
- Wrap exposed pipes in cold areas; let faucets trickle in extreme cold. 
- Inspect windows and doors for draŌs; seal as needed. 
- Monitor humidity; use a humidifier or dehumidifier as appropriate. 

 
Exterior Maintenance: 

- Remove heavy snow from the roof safely using a plasƟc roof rake (leave a 
thin protecƟve layer). 

- Ensure guƩers and downspouts are clear of snow and ice. 
- Keep snow clear from gas meters, vents, and exhaust outlets.  
- Shovel sidewalks and driveways; apply sand or eco-friendly ice melt. 
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